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DANIEL’S DEN ENTERS
NEW ERA OF GROWTH

WITH 5-YEAR NATIONAL
LOTTERY GRANT

PRESS RELEASE

The money will be used to cover 50% of our core staffing costs and overheads to deliver our 3-strand programme. Strand 1
includes running first rate parent and toddler groups in Brent – the grant will fully fund 2 out of our 12 weekly sessions and a
new bump and babies’ group. Strand 2 includes designing and delivering training courses and support networks for parent and
toddler groups leaders and volunteers across Brent, London and the UK.  Strand 3 is our advocacy work where we promote the
value of parent and toddler groups across various levels of society including local community groups, business groups, faith
groups and local and central government as well as to families with children aged 0-4 years old. 

This funding builds on the work that has been done to develop our infrastructure and systems in order to deliver first rate
groups in Brent - thanks to funding from Reaching Communities in 2020-2026. The positive impacts that have come out from
these groups have made Daniel’s Den a ‘go to voice’ across the UK to show how parent and toddler groups can be a vital asset
to society. This can be demonstrated by our named inclusion in the Archbishops Family Report ‘Love Matters’, UNICEF toolkit for
infant mental health and recently the Local Government Association toolkit on encouraging local authorities Best Start in Life
hubs to collaborate with local voluntary sector led parent and toddler groups.

We are delighted to announce that we have been awarded a National
Lottery Reaching Communities grant of £456,624 over the next 5 years.
The grant will be supporting our project ‘Daniel’s Den – In Brent and
Beyond’. We are thankful to the fund and all the lottery players who
have made this possible.

Jo Gordon, founder and CEO says, ‘I’m totally thrilled that Daniel’s Den has received this 5-year funding. It will truly help us
enable more families across the nation to ‘know and be known in their local communities and to build relationships that
matter’. We really appreciate the support from the Reaching Communities team in helping us achieve this award – they are
definitely a relational funder’.

Thank you once again to all the lottery players and the National Lottery for making this possible.

If you would like to get in touch, please visit our website www.danielsden.org.uk or send us an email
info@danielsden.org.uk

‘We are looking forward to learning about the collaboration between the voluntary sector and local authorities with this age
group particularly’ said Thomas Spens, the funding officer – North and West London team.

The grant is an excellent springboard, and we are seeking match funding from other grant givers, local businesses and regular
donors to ensure we successfully deliver our 3-strand programme, and work toward our vision to see a parent and toddler
group within walking distance of every family in the nation.

The timing of this award seems fitting as we celebrate our 30th anniversary in November 2026. What started as one small
parent and toddler group in Tokyngton Community Centre, Wembley in 1996 has grown to be a dynamic, thriving and influential
charity.  Daniel’s Den is still at its core a grassroots organisation, where local knowledge and lived experience is at the heart of
what we do. 
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