Countdown to 30 year<

Daniel’s Den launched the start of a year of celebrations for its 30th birthday
on Saturday June 6th, 2026. Volunteers gathered for a family fun afternoon
and annual awards ceremony to mark the end of national Volunteers Week.

They were joined by the founder and CEO Jo Gordon and her son Joshua
who will be 30 this month.

Daniel’s Den first opened its door when Joshua was 4 months old on Monday
November 11th, 1996, at Tokyngton Community Centre, Wembley. Jo was that
first time mum, living far from her family and all her friends were at work. She
wanted her son to know and be known in the local community and to be part
of a vibrant community. There were no local parent and toddler groups and
having shared her idea to start one, the late Hendy Springer encouraged her
to ‘just do it'! She did!

Over the past 30 years, Daniel's Den has grown and developed in so many
ways - at its core has been providing accessible safe, welcoming spaces for
under-fives and their parents and carers to come and play and make friends.

Thousands of families have joined the Daniel’s Den family and now the
toddlers who came are starting families of their own.

Daniel's Den currently provides 12 parent and toddler groups across Brent as
well as running sessions for dads/male carers, sowing seeds at a local
allotment, pop up groups for asylum seekers and so much more. It provides
training and support for toddler group leaders across the UK and is an
advocate for the importance of such groups for the benefit of society. Jo
Gordon leads 1277 Make the Count, the national movement for church-
based parent and toddler groups and there are estimated to be 20,000 plus
groups across the UK and beyond.

I truly believe there should be a parent and toddler group within
walking distance of every family in the nation, and | am thrilled that
Daniel’s Den is celebrating its 30th birthday in November 2026. | would
never have believed it would still be going strong 30 years since it
started’.

Plans to celebrate this significant milestone include:
* A huge family disco and exhibition in November
* A service of thanksgiving when past members will be invited.
* The publication of a book outlining the story of Daniel's Den and its
impact.

Anyone who has been to Daniel’s Den is welcome to get in touch,
to share their stories and be part of this significant milestone.

joedanielsden.org.uk
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